
Bishop Jacob retired on his 65th birthday, and his wife Mwezwa from 
Chairing the Mothers’ Union.  His birthday and retirement were 
celebrated in Mpwapwa Cathedral.  
It is customary at celebrations to ‘feed’ your guests cake!  
Rochester presented +Jacob with a photobook of memories from times 
spent with his friends in UK and Mpwapwa.



Bishop George Chiteto was consecrated 
and enthroned as the 3rd Bishop of 
Mpwapwa on 28th August 2022.  Sylvie & 
Stephen Barbor represented Rochester at 
the joyful service at Mpwapwa Cathedral.

They had the privilege of accompanying 
him the next day to officially open two 
water projects, funded by friends in 
Rochester.

During their time with him on Tuesday, he 
expressed his appreciation of the link with 
Rochester, and pledged to develop the 
friendship.  He looked forward to visiting 
Rochester in 2023.



Then tragedy struck on the Saturday, six days after his consecration as bishop.  
Bishop George suddenly died of a heart attack after preaching at a friend’s 
funeral.  Our bond as a companion link showed its strength, as Bishops 
Jonathan and Simon shared a message of condolence and support with the 
people of Mpwapwa Diocese, and a request for prayer for Bishop George and 
his family was quickly responded to online.

We know how much these were appreciated, and how our brothers and 
sisters in Mpwapwa drew strength from knowing they are not, and are not, 
walking alone.

The Archbishop of Tanzania has appointed the Bishop of Central Tanganyika to 
oversee Mpwapwa until a new Bishop is appointed.       Day-to-day running is 
overseen by the Vicar-General, Daniel Deuli, and the Diocesan Secretary, 
Charles Makuya.



80% of this year’s maize harvest failed due to global warming bringing drought to 
the region.  For this reason Rochester are focussing on water projects using 
Mpwapwa’s share of the 2022 Poverty & Hope Appeal distribution – funds will 
help deliver water harvesting / solar / and microdrip-irrigation training.

Covid-19 does not seem to be a problem in Mpwapwa at present.  
Take up, and availability,  of vaccinations remains low.



Since August, Rochester has sent out the following donations from Friends of 
Mpwapwa, not including funds sent direct to Tearfund for CCMP. 

o £225 for Compassion Project at Iyenge
o £225 for Compassion Project at Cathedral
o £3000 for salaries at Queen Esther’s School

We sent 2 x £650 to St Philip’s to support students studying at the college this 
academic year, thanks to St Mary’s Kippington and a Friend of Mpwapwa. 

Funds from our Companion Diocese reserves were also used to help 
Mpwapwa fund +Georges consecration service.



Queen Esther’s school have just celebrated their 14th

graduation service.
Their oven (funded through Rochester) is now producing 
rolls for the girls; the science block has been roofed; and 
the new dorm block for 2x40 girls is almost ready.
Boys can be enrolled from probably Jan 2024, as they 
need boys toilets at the top and 1 science classroom to 
be completed first.



Friends of Mpwapwa have joint funded with Tearfund an irrigation project 
at Laikala, a garden village just a short drive from Kongwa town.  It was 

officially opened by Bishop George the day after his consecration.  Water 
from a local borehole is pumped up to 4x1000 Ltr tanks which gravity feeds 
8 x ½ acre micro-irrigation systems installed that local co-operative groups 

farm.  The crops feed the people, with surplus being sold at market –
money raised is used to pay school & medical fees, along with home and 

agricultural improvements.



Under Rev Canon Agripa’s supervision, repairs to the water harvesting 
and storage system along with a new borehole, pump, tank and taps 
have been installed at Mkwala School.   Its was officially  opened on 
Bishop George’s 1st day of episcopal ministry.  The water is being 
provided to 1000 children and 700 local families, with plans to develop 
a school vegetable gardens too.  Thank you Crockham Hill!



At Iyenge Parish, linked with Istead Rise, Pastor Stanley Mpya is building a 
new church / buildings for a Compassion Project / and a guest house.

All this through the work of his congregation whose numbers have risen 
dramatically, from 80 when he arrive to over 350 now!

The Compassion Project started in May has 150 children registered.  Pre-
school children are being ‘schooled’ in the church as there is no room for 

them in the local school.



At Lukole Parish, linked with Fawkham & Hartley, they have a new catechist and 
they are now building a house for him.  The church floor has been cemented, the 
windows are in, and the walls painted. The bursary for school uniforms and books 

for 6 girls to attend secondary school are a great blessing.

The church is very active in the community, with many choirs, youth and children’s 
work, and outreach services.  

The congregation meet 2 - 3 times every week for prayer.



Following CCMP training, one local woman has set up a recycling 
business.  She started by collecting discarded plastic a few years ago, she 

now employs 30 people at her recycling centre in Dodoma!  This is an 
example of the income-generating projects opened through St Stephen’s 

Tonbridge support of CCMP.  At Wangazi, the massai community have 
started ‘Pamoja’ groups undertaking agricultural projects - with the 

profits they have built this church to thank God for his blessings.



Rev Amos is the Pastor at Mwanakianga Parish, in which Silvester 
Chamwala, Chair of the Rochester/Mpwapwa link lives. A new church 

is now being built for the community, who up until very recently had to 
travel to various churches some way away.



Rochester’s Companion Diocese 
Celebration Service took place 

at St Michael’s Church, 
Wilmington on Sunday 14th

August.  

Bishop Given Gaula and his 
wife, Rev Liaian, were the 
guests of honour.  The service 
was led by +Simon.



WhatsApp is an easy way to send regular greetings and news, 
photos and short videos to keep your link strong.

Pray regularly for your link, learn about one another’s culture, 
joys and challenges, and share resources (£50 can go a long way!)

How’s you link going??
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